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The Farmers Warfare Against
Weeds

The last number of Wallaces Farm-
er contains a long cklitorial on this
subject It is the one common ground-
on which farmers from all parts of
the world can meet Everywhere
they have this enemy to contend with
In this state we do not have Canada
thistles but we have maiden cane
Panicum Curtissi which is perhaps

about as hard to conquer Yet we
know that it can be destroyed by
persistently cutting off the tops once
every ten days or two weeks It need
not be dug up at all if the tops are
not allowed to grow one season
will make an end of it if the work is
faithfully done

Thorns and thistles also shall it
bring forth to thee was written ages
ago when the first farmer first began
his farming operations The warfare
against thorns and thistles using this
as a general term to indicate every
kind of weeds has continued with
greater or less generally less
ever since The farmer assumes that
the land was cursed with these pests
that there is an inexhaustible supply
of the seeds in the soil and there
fore all that lIe Iras in general at-

tempted d6 has been to reduce
them to the minimum for the present

and the present crop
Weeds have their uses the main

of which to put the farmer
on his mettle to make him think
plan and work to accomplish success
and thus develop in him a higher type
of man The statement in the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread is
not a curse but really a blessing The
nations of farmers that have not been
obliged to work to secure results are
invariably a poor class of farmers and
a poor type of men

In the prairie sections of the west
where the weed curse was at its min
imum the country was first

developed it has been increasins
from year to year Tn addition to
the weeds native to the soil we have
introduced by carelessness and neg
lect all sorts of foreign weeds They
traveled some from east to west
others from west to east still others
from north to south and vice versa
and most of them seem equally at
home in the rich corn lands of the
Mississippi valley Farther north

of the corn belt the weeds
greater curse than in the corn belt

because some of the very
weeds seem peculiarly adapted-

to that section and because farmers
not having a rotation including a cul
tivated crop allow weeds such as

thistles quack grass and French
to increase and multiply until
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life becomes a burden
Farmers seem to assume that there

is an inexhaustible supply of weed
seeds in every fertile soil and that
therefore the most that can be done
is simply to minimize the mischief for
the present The farmer aims to keep
the weeds out of his corn up to the
first of July He allows ragweed to
grow rank in his pastures forgetting
that mowing it in time would at least
prevent the more abundant sowing of
seed

It is our purpose to devote consid
erable time and space and to use
abundant illustrations during the next
three months in order if possible to I

¬

stimulate the farmer to greater ex
ertion in his warfare against weeds
and 1 y pointing out the peculiar
habits and nature of different weeds
show how their extermination may
be carried on with the maximum of
success

There are three classes cf weeds
which the farmer will do well to con

annuals the biennials and
the perennials Annual weeds like
ragweed cocklebur velvet weed and
the miscellaneous assortment that
may be found growing in every corn
field grow each year produce seed
and die Hence if they are not per
mitted to go to seed the supply of
weed seeds of which every soil con
tains a large abundance will gradu
ally be diminished These weeds are
the easiest to killprovided the farmer
goes at it intelligently In the corn
and potato fields this can be done by
attacking them at their weakest point
when they have the first and second
leaves which the farmer can do in
any kind of good weather with the
harrow weeder and cultivator

They cannot be thus attacked in the
pasture for obvious reasons but as
every farmer knows land that is kept
rich and well seeded with grasses
produces but a small crop of weeds
for the simple reason that the weeds
have no chance to grow or if they
grow are smothered mvffoy the thick
stand of grasses

Biennial weeds are those which
grow one year and produce seed the
next such for example as burdock
and many varieties of thistles If
these are attacked with the mower
when they appear in the pasture be
fore they produce seed the supply in
the soil can be very greatly

thistles there must be cooperation-
among the farmers over a large sec
tion of country and also in keeping-
the roadsides clean for the reason
that no matter how clean a farmer
keeps his land from thistles the wind
will blow the seed in from the road

irie or from the fields of his slovenly
neighbors

The most difficult problem in weed
destruction is presented toy the peren-
nials such as quack grass Canada
thistles horse nettle and weeds of
that class Some of these form un
derground root stalks or rhizomes to
use the language of the botanist
which grow from year to year The
only way in which these weeds can
be controlled is by strangulation that
isby not permitting the green leaves-
to obtain carbon dioxide commonly
called carbonic acid from the at-

mosphere and thus store up starch in
the roots
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lation In a small patch of Canada
thistles for example it is not a diffi
cult matter to hoe them off once a
week Where there are larger areas
and the same applies to quack grass
one must necessarily take a year and
keep the ground stirred and harrow-
ed frequently during the season and
finish up the work by digging out the
remainder with the spade

Difficult as may be the problem if
our lands are to continue to be really
worth their present pricesit must be1

attacked with greater earnestness
than it hits been in the past W can
point out hundreds of farms whose
actual value has been reduced at least

¬

¬

ten dollars an acre during the last
three or four wet seasons when the
weeds have had unusual chances to
grow If we were to buy land that
is infested with coicklebtirs for ex
ample as thousands of farms are we
would ask a discount of not less than
fifteen dollars per acre and on some
lands twenty or twentyfive

How to deal with these weeds will
be discussed in detail in a series of
articles during the season The ob
ject of the present article is simply-
to impress upon farmers the necessity-
for greater vigilance and a higher in
telligence in attacking the enemy the
weeds which after all are the great-
est enemy of the farmer

The Florida Pinery of
Geo C Matthams

The newspapers of the Florida
East Coast are certainly enterprising-
and ingenious when it comes to ad
vertising their section of the Statt
The following is from the Palm Beach
News

There are thousands of acres of
land along the East Coast of Florida
from a little north of Rockledge near
ly to Cape Sable well suited to mango
culture Much of this land is known
as spruce pine and scrub and could
be better devoted to mango culture
than to any other purpose We know
that mangoes will grow as far north-
as Rockledge The fruit was marke
ed from a point near there repeatedly-
in 1904 The trees were killed down-
to the ground in January 1905

up and blooming again this year
Mangoes were grown and sent from
the vicinity of Quay to Lake Worth
about twentyfive years ago Mango
trees at Mangonia full two feet in di
ameter above the swell of the roots
were badly killed back in 1905 but
are fast outgrowing all signs of in
jury and some of these as well as
the avocados are fruiting this year

There is really no question whether
the mango and avocado will make
themselves at home along this East
Coast It is settled past reasonable
dispute that we who have an interest-
in this East Coast can have an abund
ance of mangoes if we will only plant
the seed

We shall have now and then an off
year just as with all other fruits and
farm crops over the world No real
farmer or fruit grower ever thought-
of giving up his wheat or corn or ap-

ple or peach crop because of an occa
sional failure

But we may if we will have choice
mangoes The choice varieties can
be protected so that the variety need
not be lost wherever the roots will
live under ground I do not ask you
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to take my word for this but come to
Mangonia and see how this can be
surely done ELBRIDGE GALE

Mangonia June 8th 1906

Florida Head
Even before West Palm Beach be

came a name the Florida Pinery had
both a habitation and a name and
was managed by Geo C Matthams
its present owner and manager

The pinery proper consists of 32
acres of bearing pines nearly all of
which are of the Red Spanish variety
though there arc also some Porto
Ricos Smooth Cayennes Ripley
Queens Red and Green Ceylons and
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Nearly every one likes a fine
hair dressing Something to
make the hair more manage
able to keep it from being
too rough or from splitting-
at the ends Something too
that will feed the hair at the
same time a regular hairfood
Wellfed hair will bestrongand-
will remain where it belongs-
on the head not on the comb

The best kind of a testimonial
Sold for over sixty years

Male by J C Co Lowell Mass
Also manufacturers of

uers SARSAPARILLA

CHERRY PECTORAL

Giant Kews these last three mention-
ed kinds having come directly from
the island of Ceylon to Mr Matt
hams who thus has the honor of be-

ing the first to introduce them here
The plantation has yielded this year-

a full crop of good best
and finest in every way since 1897 the
shipments having averaged a carload-
of 300 crates a day since May 27

and occasionally two carloads nearly-
all being shipped through the Lake
Worth Indian River Pineapple
Growers Association of which Mr
Matthams is an officer and a charter
member Some 700 crates have been
shipped direct to England and brought
good returns but owing to the rains
and quicker ripening of the pines-
no more are being sent across the
water

To show the size of the pines ship
ped the books were examined and it
was found that over half ofthe crates
were of the crates
being 24S and 303 the two most
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